“l Found Home in a Strange Paradise”:
Contesting Moral Economy and Becoming Moral
Ethnicity in African-Malaysian Encounters

Muhammad Danial Azman, INPUMA UM
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African in Malaysia

The trends that characterise African migration in Malaysia, highlighting the
complexities of identity and belonging.
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Nigerian refugee hopes locals will give his food a try

Paul Ibezim Ezeobi runs a food stall at a Cheras kopitiam when he cooks and serves African food
from his homeland.
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MIGRATION TRENDS

The influx of Africans to Malaysia illustrates a shift towards educational and
economic opportunities.

EDUCATIONAL ECONOMIC
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MIGRATION TRENDS

The influx of Africans to Malaysia illustrates a shift towards educational and
economic opportunities.

EDUCATIONAL ECONOMIC
OPPORTUNITIES PROSPECTS

Many African migrants are attracted to Malaysia due to With Malaysia's growing economy, African

the availability of diverse educational programs, aiming migrants see potential job apportunities

to enhance their qualifications and career prospects. that could lead to better livelihoods and
financial stability.

UNDOCUMENTED
DIVERSE SOCIETY MIGRANTS
The multicultural environment of Malaysia offers a unigue Labor migrants from Africa are seeking employment in various

setting for migrants where they can integrate and find sectors, contributing to Malaysia's economic growth while
community support. pursuing better living conditions.



The Issue

CULTURAL INTERACTIONS

Exploring the nuanced experiences of African migrants in Malaysia and their socio-
economic implications.




CULTURAL INTERACTIONS

Exploring the nuanced experiences of African migrants in Malaysia and their socio-
economic implications.

~<] CULTURAL IDENTITY
INTERACTION FORMATION

This analysis delves into how migration
influences personal and communal
identities among Africans in Malaysia,
reshaping their sense of belonging.

Investigating how African migrants adapt and
interact in Malaysia's diverse cultural
landscape reveals the complexities of their

SOCIO-ECONOMIC
TY
D 33;'3."3"&.’.22 PARTICIPATION

Assessing the impact of migration on African migrants’
Understanding the social networks and integration into the Malaysian economy highlights their
community ties developed by migrants contributions and challenges faced
provides insight into their support systems
and collective resilience



Diverse Experiences
of Africans and
Malaysians

Africans in Malaysia (and Malaysians in Africa) navigate

unique challenges and opportunities, each group representing
varying experiences shaped by cultural and soclo-economic
dynamics.



African Students In
Malaysia
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STUDENT CHALLENGES

International students from Africa in Malaysia encounter multiple obstacles impacting their education
and integration.

CULTURAL ACADEMIC
ADAPTATION @ EXPECTATIONS

overwhelming, often leading to feelings of which can pose significant challenges.
isolation.

Jo|[[| FINANCIAL 1 IDENTITY
S CONSTRAINTS NEGOTIATION

: ; ; Navigating personal and cultural identities in a
Irfdalr:y;i&frnman students struggle with financial foreign environment can lead to significant stress
Imapone: and confusion.




African Entrepreneurs

ENTREPRENEURIAL RESILIENCE

African entrepreneurs in Malaysia navigate various challenges while contributing to the
economy.
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EXIM Bank Malaysia Champions Global
Expansion for Malaysian Exporters through
Successful Malaysia — Djibouti Business
Forum

The Bank brings over 15 companies to the African country to facilitate bilateral trade
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ENTREPRENEURIAL RESILIENCE

African entrepreneurs in Malaysia navigate various challenges while contributing to the
economy.

African entrepreneurs face significant policy barriers that
complicate their ability to operate effectively in Malaysia, F U N DI N G

including complex regulations and government policies.

POLICY BARRIERS

Securing funding is a major hurdle for
African entrepreneurs, limiting their
capacity to scale their businesses and
innovate, They frequently rely on
personal networks or seek alternative
financing options to overcome this
issue,

XD MARKET DIFFICULT
COMPETITION SOLUTIONS

African entrepreneurs demonstrate
resilience by implementing innovative
solutions that cater to the local market's
needs.

ntense competition in the Malaysian market
poses challenges for African entrepreneurs, who
must differentiate their offerings to succeed



Undocumented Migrants® Narratives

For a better life

Majad Abdullahi, Kuala Lumpur

Over 70,000 Africans migrated to Malaysia in 2012. While many have found a better life, some continue to
live rough in one of Southeast Asia's biggest cities, Kuala Lumpur.

STRUGGLES OF UNDOCUMENTED
MIGRANTS

Undocumented African migrants in Malaysia face significant challenges due to their lack of legal status,
impacting their identity and economic stability.

0 MARGINALIZATION FEAR OF
L L i g el i i DEPORTATION

ECONOMIC IDENTITY
CHALLENGES STRUGGLES



STRUGGLES OF UNDOCUMENTED
MIGRANTS

Undocumented African migrants in Malaysia face significant challenges due to their lack of legal status,
Impacting their identity and economic stability.

£ MARGINALIZATION . FEAR OF
W™ WU vrcocumented migransoften experience societa DEPORTATION

marginalization, which affects their access to resources and
these individuals, creating an atmosphere of fear

that complicates their daily lives and economic
i

ial integration, leaving them on the fringes of Malaysian
society.

Navigating economic stability is fraught with Living without legal status shapes the
hurdles as undocumented migrants grapple identity of these migrants, as the

with limited job opportunities and exploitation with feelings of belonging and the

in the labor market complexities of their circumstances




Identity
Negotiation

Examining how state governance, market dynamics, and moral

economies impact the identity formation of African migrants in Malaysia
reveals the complexities of their experiences.



Complex
Interplay of State
Governance

STATE GOVERNANCE

State governance shapes the identity of African migrants in Malaysia by enforcing
regulatory frameworks that affect their rights and social integration.
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STATE GOVERNANCE

State governance shapes the identity of African migrants in Malaysia by enforcing
regulatory frameworks that affect their rights and social integration.

REGULATORY
FRAMEWORKS

The regulations imposed by the state often restrict
the rights of African migrants, complicating their
ability to integrate into Malaysian society.

PHP

' SOCIAL
VULNERABILITIES

Migrants face various vulnerabilities rooted in socio-
economic contexts, affected by the governing policies of the
host country.

&

IDENTITY
FORMATION

The limitations placed on migrants
contribute significantly to their struggle in
forming a coherent identity in a new
cultural environment.

ECONOMIC
CONTEXTS

The economic challenges faced by
African migrants are exacerbated by
restrictive governance, impacting their
economic opportunities.
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MARKET DYNAMICS

Economic factors significantly influence identity formation among African
migrants.

=] ECONOMIC =il cULTURAL
OPPORTUNITIES ;= IDENTITY

Migrants often navigate between

Access to jobs and business ventures can reshape how

migrants view themselves and their place within their their native cultural identities and

communities, leading to a redefined identity. market-driven identities, creating a
complex blend that reflects their

unigue experiences

ENTREPRENEURIAL COMMUNITY STATUS

Ro L E S altering perceptions and relational dynamics among African migrants

and locals.

As entrepreneurs, African migrants face various socio-economic
challenges, yet they also contribute significantly to their
communities, redefining status and success.



Evolving
Moral
Economies

EVOLVING IDENTITIES

The shifting moral economies influence African migrants’ identity navigation in
Malaysia.
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EVOLVING IDENTITIES

The shifting moral economies influence African migrants’ identity navigation in
Malaysia.

TRANSACTIONS

As migrants engage in various econamic transactions,
their social roles are redefined according to the
changing dynamics of power within Malaysian society.

The evolving power dynamics compel African migrants to adapt
their identities, reflecting their changing status and roles within
the broader community.

D ECONOMIC @ POWER DYNAMICS

NAVIGATION

v Migrants redefine their social roles in response to
the market changes and moral economies, shaping
Navigating their identities becomes a
complex process for African migrants as

their sense of belonging in a new cultural context.
they balance their cultural heritage with

the demands of their new environment.

ﬁ‘ﬁ SOCIAL ROLES & IDENTITY



Ambiguous Discourse
on Moral Ethnicity

ETHNIC AMBIGUITY

Malaysia's ethnic discourse is marked by fluid identities and multicultural
complexity.
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ETHNIC AMBIGUITY

Malaysia's ethnic discourse is marked by fluid identities and multicultural
complexity.

Y FLUID IDENTITIES QR MULTICULTURAL
i In Malaysia, ethnic identities are not fixed but rather fluid, R I NT E RA CTI 0 N S

presenting a challenge to traditional categorizations and
perceptions of ethnicity.

The diverse African backgrounds contribute to a rich
tapestry of multicultural interactions within Malaysian
society, fostering a greater understanding among
different ethnic groups.

COMPLEX DIVERSITY IMPACT
H I E RA RC H I E S The impact of African diversity in Malaysia leads to unigue

societal dynamics, enhancing the overall multicultural
experience and challenging preconceived notions.
The complexity of ethnic hierarchies is
influenced by varied African experiences,
complicating the established social order and
relationships among communities.



Civic Participation in Transnational Contexts
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CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

Civic participation among African migrants is shaped by acceptance, integration, and the
role of community support.

(o)
COMMUNITY “2-{ DIGITAL
ORGANIZATIONS ¢+——) PLATFORMS

and connect with others in their
community.

Community organizations play a crucial role in fostering
civic engagement among African migrants by providing

ources and support that help facilitate their
integration into society.

>y BARRIERS TO ACCEPTANCE
I REPRESENTATION AND
Political representation for African migrants often faces INTE G RATI 0 N

obstacles stemming from both systemic issues and

challenges related to their integration into the hest society.
The varying degrees of acceptance and integration
experienced by African migrants greatly influence their
ability to participate in civic life.



Redefining
Belonging in a
Globalized Worlid

REDEFINING BELONGING

The sense of belonging among African migrants in Malaysia is reshaped by socio-economic
conditions and cultural interactions.
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REDEFINING BELONGING

The sense of belonging among African migrants in Malaysia is reshaped by socio-economic
conditions and cultural interactions.

—(S CULTURAL E| GLOBALIZATION
—EXCHANGES K IMPACT

Cultural interactions between African The influence of globalization reshapes identity for

migrants and local communities facilitate a migrants, prompting a constant reevaluation of persona
dynamic exchange of traditions and values, and collective narratives in a new environment,
contributing to a redefined sense of

belonging.

|_ MIGRATION G\ IDENTITY
POLICIES EXPERIENCES

Evolving migration policies impact the Individual experiences play a crucial role in
socio-economic landscape, thereby shaping the identities of Africans in Malaysia,
affecting how identity is perceived and often challenging traditional framewaorks of

represented among African migrants. belonging.
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Malaysia lifts African travel ban, cuts
booster wait amid Omicron fears

By Reuters
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| Found a Strange Paradise?

The nuanced implications of daily power dynamics, economic
transactions, and the resilience of African migrants, highlighting critical
reflections on citizenship and security.




Daily Power Dynamics in Economic
Transactions
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African migrants often navigate complex power dynamics that impact

their economic Interactions. Daily transactions reveal the precarious
balance of power influenced by state policies and market requlations.



Resilience through Adaptive Strategies

E %SW African women with 4.45kg of cocaine detained at KLIA
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African women with 4.45kg of cocaine
detained at KLIA
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. SEPANG: An African woman was detained at the Kuala Lumpur International

Wednesday, 20 Sep Airport entry point for carrying nearly RM1mil of cocaine.
2023

6:06 PMMYT Customs Department Central Zone enforcement operations director Wong Pun
Sian said officers from the passenger inspection branch at KLIA detected the
case at around 7.15pm on Sept 14.

Related

Many African migrants demonstrate remarkable resilience by developing
adaptive strategies to thrive in challenging environments.




Reflections on Citizenship and Security

Quora

What is your experience as a black person in Malaysia?
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As an African when | was looking for options of studying abroad | did some research on the
best countries to study and when it came to Asia the top 3 where 1.CHINA. 2.SINGAPORE
3.MALAYSIA and | fell in love with how convenient Malaysia was, the diversity of different
cultures, the proximity to my culture when it involves food, religion, culture and the fact that
English is widely familiar to locals and the medium for university and schools served as a great
advantage. | also found that universities were quite affordable but still offer quality education

The experiences of African migrants challenge traditional notions of

citizenship and security. Their narratives prompt discussions on Inclusivity,

belonging, and the need for frameworks accommodating diverse foreign identities
within Malaysia's socio-political landscape.



