
Bacteriology of orofacial infection 
 

Type: Article 

Abstract:  
 
Objective: To establish the causative organisms of orofacial infections and their 
antimicrobial susceptibilities. Patients and Methods: In this retrospective chart review, 
416 samples of pus were obtained from 409 patients with orofacial infection attending a 
dental school between 1994 and 1998 were sent for culture and susceptibility testing. 
Results: 109 samples grew normal oral flora and 228 samples grew pathogens. No 
organisms were isolated in 79 samples. The most common pathogens isolated were 
viridans streptococci (22.4%), Staphylococcus aureus (18.4%), enteric gram-negative 
bacteria (20.2%), and Pseudomonas aeruginosa (9.7%). All strains of viridans 
streptococci were susceptible to penicillin. Viridans streptococci and Staphylococcus 
aureus showed good susceptibilities to erythromycin of 85.7% and 87.1%, respectively. 
Of the enteric gram-negative bacteria, 47.8% were resistant to ampicillin. No anaerobic 
organisms were isolated in this study. Conclusions: The profile of aerobic isolates and 
their susceptibilities to antimicrobial agents should assist in selecting empirical therapy 
and directing therapy for orofacial infection. Inclusion of antimicrobial agents against 
anaerobic bacteria is recommended.  
 
 

Author  Rahman, Z. A. A. 

 Hassan, H. 

 Bunyarit, S. S. 

Source Asian Journal of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 

ISSN 0915-6992 

DOI - 

Volume (Issue) 17(3) 

Page 168-172 

Year 2005 

 

Keyword: 

Bacterial infections, Etiology, Microbial sensitivity tests Amikacin, ampicillin, 
cefoperazone, ceftazidime, cotrimoxazole, erythromycin, fusidic acid, gentamicin, 
meticillin, penicillin Grifampicin, tetracycline, vancomycin, alpha hemolytic 
Streptococcus antibiotic resistance, antibiotic sensitivity, bacterial strain, bacteriology, 
bacterium culture, bacterium isolation, Enterobacteriaceae, face injury ,Gram negative 
bacterium, mouth flora, mouth infection, nonhuman, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, Pus, 
review, Staphylococcus aureus 
 

 



Please Cite As: 

RAHMAN, Z. A. A., HASSAN, H. & BUNYARIT, S. S. 2005. Bacteriology of orofacial 
infection. Asian Journal of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, 17, 168-172. 

 

URL: 

 http://www.scopus.com/inward/record.url?eid=2-s2.0-
27544500209&partnerID=40&md5=2854a66b5651b31b42601e36538cf3f1 

 http://www.asianaoms.org/toc/v17n3p168.php 

 http://www.experts.scival.com/ukm/pubDetail.asp?t=pm&id=27544500209&o_id=
89 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.scopus.com/inward/record.url?eid=2-s2.0-27544500209&partnerID=40&md5=2854a66b5651b31b42601e36538cf3f1
http://www.scopus.com/inward/record.url?eid=2-s2.0-27544500209&partnerID=40&md5=2854a66b5651b31b42601e36538cf3f1
http://www.asianaoms.org/toc/v17n3p168.php
http://www.experts.scival.com/ukm/pubDetail.asp?t=pm&id=27544500209&o_id=89
http://www.experts.scival.com/ukm/pubDetail.asp?t=pm&id=27544500209&o_id=89

