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Silver nanoparticles (AgNPs) were synthesized using apple extract as a reducing agent and aqueous silver nitrate as the precursor.
TheAgNPs formation was observed as a color change of themixture from colorless to dark-brownish.The X-ray diffraction pattern
confirmed the presence of only Ag crystallites, and the dynamic light scattering estimates the average sizes of the AgNPs to be 30.25
± 5.26 nm. Furthermore, Fourier Transform Infrared as well as UV-vis spectroscopy identifies ethylene groups as the reducing
agent and capping agent for the formation of the AgNPs. This green synthesis provides an economic, eco-friendly, and clean
synthesis route to AgNPs. AgNPs in suspension showed activity against Gram-negative and Gram-positive bacteria with minimum
bactericidal concentrations (MBCs) to be in the range from 125 𝜇g/mL to 1000 𝜇g/mL.

1. Introduction

Silver nanoparticles (AgNPs) have been receiving broad
interest for a large number of applications such as in optics
[1], selective coatings for solar energy absorption [2], biola-
beling [3], catalysts [4], and antibacterial agents [5] owing
to their unique properties. In antibacterial application, for
instance, apart frombeing effective, AgNPs still remain a pop-
ular choice due to their nontoxicity towards human [6] in
comparison to other metals or materials. However, scarcity
makes them expensive and limits their application. To over-
come the problem, numerous synthesis methods have been
developed [7–12]. Most of the conventional methods for
producing AgNPs require numerous chemicals, which not
only is expensive but also could produce hazardous residue.
Therefore, a green synthesis of AgNPs is desirable to provide
an economic, eco-friendly, and cleaner synthesis route.

A number of biomolecules in extracts have been shown
to successfully act as reducing agents in the green synthesis
of AgNPs. For example, black tea leaf extract has been used
for the biosynthesis of AgNPswith sizes averaging 20 nm [13].
The extract of Mangifera indica leaf also produces AgNPs

with sizes of about 20 nm [14]. Extracts from fruits such as
the red fruits of the piquin pepper (Capsicum annuum var.
aviculare) have also been shown to produce AgNPs in the
range of 3–10 nm [15]. The aqueous extract of Hovenia dulcis
fruit produces AgNPs with sizes of 45 nm [16].

Escherichia coli (E. coli), Pseudomonas aeruginosa (P.
aeruginosa), and Klebsiella pneumoniae (K. pneumonia) are
the Gram-negative bacteria, whereas Methicillin-Resistant
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) and Staphylococcus aureus (S.
aureus) are the Gram-positive bacteria that are responsible
for majority of hospital-acquired infections, namely, nosoco-
mial infections. Urinary tract infections are the most com-
mon type of nosocomial infections [17]. Surgical site infec-
tions, bloodstream infections, and pneumonia are the other
most common types [18]. Application of inorganic nanoma-
terial as possible antibacterial agents has been intensively
studied [19, 20]. While numerous efforts are focusing on
synthesizing materials other than AgNPs for this purpose, it
has been proven that the AgNPs still outperform those nano-
materials [19] and thus remain relevant to the field of anti-
bacterial studies.
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In the present research work, we report the green syn-
thesis of AgNPs using red-apple (Malus pumila) extract.
The AgNPs were subsequently tested for their antibacterial
properties against E. coli, S. aureus, P. aeruginosa, andMRSA.

2. Methodology

2.1. Synthesis of AgNPs. Red apples were bought from a
local grocery shop, and AgNO

3
was purchased from Sigma-

Aldrich.The apple extract was prepared by cutting the apples
into small pieces, which were then thoroughly washed with
running tap water. Next, 100 g of the small cut apples was
put in 200mL of deionized water, which was heated for 1
hour at 80∘C. The extract was filtered using filter paper, and
the filtrate was later used as the reducing agent for AgNP
preparation.The synthesis of AgNPs was carried out by using
20mL of the apple extract in 180mL of 0.1M aqueous AgNO

3

solution. The mixture was stirred and heated at 80∘C for
different durations.

2.2. Characterisation of AgNPs. UV-vis spectroscopy was
used to monitor the color changes of the mixture after 5, 10,
15, 20, 30, and 60 minutes. The UV-vis spectra in the wave-
length region of 200–700 nm were recorded on a UV-2450
Shimadzu UV spectrophotometer. To observe the morphol-
ogy of the synthesized AgNPs, images were obtained by a
FESEM (HITACHI SU-6600 model) instrument. The green-
synthesized AgNPs were centrifuged to obtain the residue
and subsequently washed with deionized water. This process
was repeated several times before the powder was dried
in a hot air oven at 100∘C for 24 h. The powdered AgNPs
were analyzed by a Bruker model D8 advanced powder X-
ray diffractometer to identify their crystalline structures. A
PerkinElmer Fourier Transform Infrared (FTIR) Spectro-
scope was used to identify the possible functional groups
involved in the synthesis of AgNPs. Zeta potential measure-
ments were made by microelectrophoresis using a Malvern
Zetasizer Nanoseries Nano ZS (Malvern Instruments, Her-
renberg, Germany). Particle size and its distribution (disper-
sity) were assessedwith a laser dynamic light scattering (DLS)
instrument (Zetasizer Nanoseries, Malvern Instruments Ltd.,
Malvern, Worcestershire, UK).

2.3. Antibacterial Test. Minimum bactericidal concentra-
tions (MBCs) by broth dilution method were used to test
the antibacterial properties of the synthesized AgNPs against
four bacterial strains, namely, E. coli, S. aureus, P. aeruginosa,
and MRSA. AgNPs at 1000, 500, 250, and 125 𝜇g/mL in
suspensions were used to determine the lowest bactericidal
concentration needed to prevent the growth of bacteria. Live
cells of the bacteria at concentrations of 5× 105 CFU/mLwere
inoculated with different concentrations of AgNPs for 24
hours. For each bacterial strain, three replications were done.

3. Results

3.1. Ag Nanoparticles (AgNPs) Analysis. AgNPs were success-
fully synthesized from the aqueous silver nitrate solution

Figure 1: Apple extract, aqueous solution of 0.1M AgNO
3
, and syn-

thesized AgNPs (from left to right).
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Figure 2: XRD spectrum of AgNPs green-synthesized using apple
extract.

using apple extract in a continuously heated and stirred
mixture. The colorless reaction mixture slowly changed to a
dark-brownish suspension after several minutes of reaction
(Figure 1). This color change is in accordance with other
reports of green syntheses using different types of extracts
[21–24].

The XRD spectrum confirmed the crystalline structure
of the precipitate as Ag (Figure 2). The peak values at 2𝜃 =
38.15∘, 44.35∘, 64.59∘, 77.47∘, and 81.60∘ correspond to the
(111), (200), (220), (311), and (222) lattice planes of the face-
centered cubic crystal structure of AgNPs.The FESEM image
in Figure 3(a) shows morphological structure of the AgNP.
The DLS assesses the average sizes of the AgNPs to be
30.25 ± 5.26 nm. Figure 3(b) shows the size distribution.
Overall, the synthesized AgNPs are spherical in shape and
exhibit aggregation. Zeta potential spectrum of the AgNPs
is shown in Figure 3(c). The zeta potential value was 5.68
± 3.28mV. This value range indicates that the AgNPs have
strong agglomeration and precipitation [25].

UV-vis spectroscopy has been widely used to detect
the presence of AgNPs during green syntheses [24, 26]. In
particular, absorbance in the range of 420–450 nm has been
used as an indicator to confirm the reduction of Ag+ to
metallic Ag [24, 27]. In this study, the formation of AgNPs
was monitored by measuring UV-vis spectra at different time
intervals (Figure 4). As the time increased, the intensity of
this absorbance increased, indicating increases in the amount
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Figure 3: (a) FESEM images, (b) particle size distribution, and (c) zeta potential spectra of AgNPs.
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Figure 4: UV-vis spectra of AgNPs measured at different time
intervals.

of AgNPs produced from the mixture. The broad spectrum
could probably be attributable to several reasons: (i) encap-
sulation of AgNPs by organic elements which originated
from apple extract and (ii) extra fine nature [28] or high
homogeneity [29, 30] of the AgNPs. The presence of organic
elements encapsulating the AgNPs was identified by FTIR
and their possible role is discussed in the next section. More-
over, it is noteworthy that theUV-vis spectra could be affected
by many other different factors such as size and shape [31].

The FTIR spectra of the AgNPs were also recorded in
order to identify the functional groups of the extract involved

50
55
60
65
70
75
80
85
90
95

100

80012001600200024002800320036004000

Tr
an

sm
iss

io
n 

(%
)

23
64

.8
9

23
42

.3
8

Wavenumbers (cm−1)

Figure 5: FTIR spectrum of the synthesized AgNPs.

in the reduction of the synthesized AgNPs. The medium-
intensity bands at 2364.89 cm−1 and 2342.38 cm−1 in the IR
spectrum of the AgNPs indicate the presence of ethylene
groups in thematerial bound to theAgNPs (Figure 5). Studies
by [14, 26, 32] have also identified numerous organic extracts
in the samples and proposed that these groups could serve as
organic reducing or capping agents.

3.2. Antibacterial Test. Minimum bactericidal concentration
(MBC) is the lowest concentration of antibacterial agents
which prevents visiblemicroorganism growth after overnight
incubation. The observed MBC values for the AgNPs were
summarized by Table 1. The MBCs for each particular set
of the bacteria show the same concentration, therefore
giving zero standard deviation value (±0.0). Figure 6 shows
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(a) (b)

Figure 6: Petri dish of E. coli plated (a) containing 125𝜇g/mL AgNPs and (b) control.

Table 1: Minimum bactericidal concentration (MBC) against 5 bac-
teria.

Bacteria Minimum bactericidal concentration (MBC)
(𝜇g/mL)

E. coli 125 ± 0
S. aureus 1000 ± 0
P. aeruginosa 500 ± 0
MRSA 1000 ± 0

the comparison of plating between the one containing Ag
(125 𝜇g/mL) and the one without Ag (control) for E. coli.
Figure 6(a) shows clear and transparent petri dish, indicating
that the presence of AgNPs has prevented survival of the
bacteria, whereas in Figure 6(b) an obscured and blurry dish
was obtained, indicating the survivability.

4. Discussion

The present study reports the green synthesis of AgNPs using
widely available fruit, apple, as its reducing agent.While there
have been numerous methods on synthesizing nanoparticles,
most of the methods use expensive chemicals and therefore
are not cost effective. Moreover, the residues produced are
hazardous and toxic.This will result in pollution which could
lead to disastrous effects on our environment. Recently the
usage of flowery and plant extracts has become an interest
due to its clean and simpler approaches.

TheXRDpeaks revealed that the structure corresponds to
face-centered cubic crystal of Ag. In this study, pure Ag crys-
tallite was obtained, while some studies reported the presence
of peaks corresponding to unassigned peaks [24], weak peaks
[22], oxide of Ag [15], or incomplete peaks [33]. Philip et al.
proposed that unassigned peaks were probably observed due
to the fact that the crystallization of bioorganic phase occurs
on the surface of the nanoparticles [34], which in our case
does not occur. The absorption peak in UV-vis test in the
range of 420–450 nm confirmed the formation of Ag. The
sizes of the AgNPs are in the range of other reports [16, 32].

Ethylene groups detected by FTIR have been reported by [35]
to be capable of acting as reducing or capping agent.

AgNPs are most notably known for their antibacterial
properties. The widespread cases of multidrug resistant bac-
teria against the standard antibiotics have led researches to
potentially incorporate AgNPs and other nanomaterials as
ingredient to boost the antibiotic effects. In our cases, all the
bacteria have been totally eliminated and the MBCs were
comparable to the one reported by Sathishkumar et al. on E.
coli [36]. Some report showed a better antibacterial perfor-
mance which could probably be attributable to the smaller
sizes of AgNPs. For example, Saxena et al. [33] reported the
usage of average mean size of 16 nm and antibactericidal
property at 45𝜇g/mL on E. coli. There have been several
proposed mechanisms on how AgNPs work as antibacterial
although the exact mechanism is still unknown. Several
reports [37–40] suggested that the AgNPs could produce Ag
ions which will damage the cell membrane, interrupt the
metabolic activity, and subsequently lead to denaturation of
protein and finally cell death. AgNPs could also produce
reactive oxygen species (ROS) such as singlet oxygen 1O

2
,

hydroxyl radical ∙OH, and peroxide radical O
2

∙− which are
toxic to the bacteria [41].

5. Conclusion

AgNPs were synthesized using apple extract and AgNO
3

aqueous solution. The crystalline nature of the AgNPs is evi-
dent from sharp peaks in the XRD spectrum, and the average
size was 30.25 ± 5.26 nm. The zeta potential value of 5.68
± 3.28mV indicates strong agglomeration and precipitation.
FTIR analysis suggests that ethylene groups from the apple
extract could act as the reducing agent responsible for the
reduction of Ag+ into Ag. This method is environmentally
friendly, of low cost, and simple and therefore can promote
the application of green technology for the production of
AgNPs. Our studies have shown that the range from 125
to 1000𝜇g/mL was required to eliminate the Gram-positive
and Gram-negative bacteria. E. coli required the lowest MBC
which was 125𝜇g/mL of AgNPs.
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C. Luna, “Synthesis of metallic silver nanoparticles and silver
organometallic nanodisks mediated by extracts of Capsicum
annuumvar. aviculare (piquin) fruits,” RSC Advances, vol. 3, no.
43, pp. 20765–20771, 2013.

[16] N. Basavegowda, A. Idhayadhulla, and Y. R. Lee, “Tyrosinase
inhibitory activity of silver nanoparticles treated with Hovenia
dulcis fruit extract: an in vitro study,”Materials Letters, vol. 129,
pp. 28–30, 2014.

[17] S. L. Krein, C. P. Kowalski, T. P. Hofer, and S. Saint, “Preventing
hospital-acquired infections: a national survey of practices
reported by U.S. hospitals in 2005 and 2009,” Journal of General
Internal Medicine, vol. 27, no. 7, pp. 773–779, 2012.

[18] K. Inweregbu, J. Dave, and A. Pittard, “Nosocomial infections,”
Continuing Education in Anaesthesia, Critical Care & Pain, vol.
5, no. 1, pp. 14–17, 2005.

[19] G. Ren, D. Hu, E. W. C. Cheng, M. A. Vargas-Reus, P. Reip, and
R. P. Allaker, “Characterisation of copper oxide nanoparticles
for antimicrobial applications,” International Journal of Antimi-
crobial Agents, vol. 33, no. 6, pp. 587–590, 2009.

[20] M. Ahamed, H. A. Alhadlaq, M. A. M. Khan, P. Karuppiah, and
N. A. Al-Dhabi, “Synthesis, characterization, and antimicrobial
activity of copper oxide nanoparticles,” Journal of Nanomateri-
als, vol. 2014, Article ID 637858, 4 pages, 2014.

[21] K. Paulkumar, G. Gnanajobitha, M. Vanaja et al., “Piper nigrum
leaf and stem assisted green synthesis of silver nanoparticles and
evaluation of its antibacterial activity against agricultural plant
pathogens,” The Scientific World Journal, vol. 2014, Article ID
829894, 9 pages, 2014.

[22] O. S. Oluwafemi, Y. Lucwaba, A. Gura et al., “A facile com-
pletely ‘green’ size tunable synthesis of maltose-reduced silver
nanoparticles without the use of any accelerator,” Colloids and
Surfaces B: Biointerfaces, vol. 102, pp. 718–723, 2013.

[23] V. K. Vidhu, S. A. Aromal, andD. Philip, “Green synthesis of sil-
ver nanoparticles using Macrotyloma uniflorum,” Spectrochim-
ica Acta Part A: Molecular and Biomolecular Spectroscopy, vol.
83, no. 1, pp. 392–397, 2011.

[24] M. Karuppiah and R. Rajmohan, “Green synthesis of silver
nanoparticles using Ixora coccinea leaves extract,” Materials
Letters, vol. 97, pp. 141–143, 2013.

[25] T. M. Riddick, “Control of colloid stability through zeta poten-
tial,” in Blood, vol. 10, p. 1, 1968.

[26] D. Philip, “Green synthesis of gold and silver nanoparticles
using Hibiscus rosa sinensis,” Physica E: Low-Dimensional Sys-
tems and Nanostructures, vol. 42, no. 5, pp. 1417–1424, 2010.

[27] C. Dong, K. Zhou, X. Zhang et al., “Semen cassiae extract medi-
ated novel route for the preparation of silver nanoparticles,”
Materials Letters, vol. 120, pp. 118–121, 2014.

[28] K. Shameli, M. B. Ahmad, E. A. Jaffar Al-Mulla et al., “Green
biosynthesis of silver nanoparticles using Callicarpa maingayi
stem bark extraction,” Molecules, vol. 17, no. 7, pp. 8506–8517,
2012.



6 Advances in Materials Science and Engineering

[29] K. Shameli, M. B. Ahmad, S. D. Jazayeri et al., “Synthesis and
characterization of polyethylene glycol mediated silver nano-
particles by the green method,” International Journal of Molec-
ular Sciences, vol. 13, no. 6, pp. 6639–6650, 2012.

[30] M. Zargar, A. A. Hamid, F. A. Bakar et al., “Green synthesis and
antibacterial effect of silver nanoparticles using Vitex negundo
L.,”Molecules, vol. 16, no. 8, pp. 6667–6676, 2011.

[31] A. T. M. Saeb, A. S. Alshammari, H. Al-Brahim, and K. A.
Al-Rubeaan, “Production of silver nanoparticles with strong
and stable antimicrobial activity against highly pathogenic and
multidrug resistant bacteria,” The Scientific World Journal, vol.
2014, Article ID 704708, 9 pages, 2014.

[32] P. Velmurugan, S. Lee, M. Iydroose, K. Lee, and B. Oh, “Pine
cone-mediated green synthesis of silver nanoparticles and their
antibacterial activity against agricultural pathogens,” Applied
Microbiology and Biotechnology, vol. 97, no. 1, pp. 361–368, 2013.

[33] A. Saxena, R. M. Tripathi, F. Zafar, and P. Singh, “Green syn-
thesis of silver nanoparticles using aqueous solution of Ficus
benghalensis leaf extract and characterization of their antibac-
terial activity,”Materials Letters, vol. 67, no. 1, pp. 91–94, 2012.

[34] D. Philip, C. Unni, S. A. Aromal, and V. K. Vidhu, “Murraya
Koenigii leaf-assisted rapid green synthesis of silver and gold
nanoparticles,” Spectrochimica Acta—Part A: Molecular and
Biomolecular Spectroscopy, vol. 78, no. 2, pp. 899–904, 2011.

[35] J. Li, J. Zhu, and X. Liu, “Ultrafine silver nanoparticles obtained
from ethylene glycol at room temperature: catalyzed by tung-
state ions,” Dalton Transactions, vol. 43, no. 1, pp. 132–137, 2014.

[36] M. Sathishkumar, K. Sneha, S. W. Won, C.-W. Cho, S. Kim,
and Y.-S. Yun, “Cinnamon zeylanicum bark extract and powder
mediated green synthesis of nano-crystalline silver particles and
its bactericidal activity,” Colloids and Surfaces B: Biointerfaces,
vol. 73, no. 2, pp. 332–338, 2009.

[37] R. Kumar and H. Münstedt, “Silver ion release from antimicro-
bial polyamide/silver composites,” Biomaterials, vol. 26, no. 14,
pp. 2081–2088, 2005.

[38] G. McDonnell and A. D. Russell, “Antiseptics and disinfectants:
activity, action, and resistance,” Clinical Microbiology Reviews,
vol. 12, no. 1, pp. 147–179, 1999.

[39] S. Pal, Y. K. Tak, and J. M. Song, “Does the antibacterial activity
of silver nanoparticles depend on the shape of the nanoparticle?
A study of the gram-negative bacterium Escherichia coli,”
Applied and EnvironmentalMicrobiology, vol. 73, no. 6, pp. 1712–
1720, 2007.

[40] I. Sondi and B. Salopek-Sondi, “Silver nanoparticles as antimi-
crobial agent: a case study on E. coli as a model for Gram-neg-
ative bacteria,” Journal of Colloid and Interface Science, vol. 275,
no. 1, pp. 177–182, 2004.

[41] C. Carlson, S.M.Hussein, A.M. Schrand et al., “Unique cellular
interaction of silver nanoparticles: size-dependent generation of
reactive oxygen species,” The Journal of Physical Chemistry B,
vol. 112, no. 43, pp. 13608–13619, 2008.



Submit your manuscripts at
http://www.hindawi.com

Scientifica
Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Corrosion
International Journal of

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Polymer Science
International Journal of

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Ceramics
Journal of

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Composites
Journal of

Nanoparticles
Journal of

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

International Journal of

Biomaterials

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Nanoscience
Journal of

Textiles
Hindawi Publishing Corporation 
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Journal of

Nanotechnology
Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Journal of

Crystallography
Journal of

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

The Scientific 
World Journal
Hindawi Publishing Corporation 
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Coatings
Journal of

Advances in 

Materials Science and Engineering
Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

 Smart Materials 
Research

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Metallurgy
Journal of

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

BioMed 
Research International

Materials
Journal of

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

N
a
no

m
a
te
ri
a
ls

Hindawi Publishing Corporation
http://www.hindawi.com Volume 2014

Journal ofNanomaterials


