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Kappaphycus and Eucheuma are the two main Rhodophytes used for the
commercial production of carrageenan. According to Phang et al., 20 I0, the
total production of carrageenan from the Coral Triangle amounted to 200,000
MT in year 2007 and the three main leading countries producing carrageenan
are Indonesia, Philippines and Malaysia. The cultivated Kappaphycus and
Eucheuma in Indonesia are not Indonesian in origin and are believed to have
been brought in from the Philippines. The production of Kappaphycus and
Eucheuma in Indonesia as a raw material for carrageenan production is
increasing in recent years and currently the country has become the main
producer in the world. However, there is as yet any study on the two species and
their varieties cultivated in Indonesia. Hence, this study attempts to identify the
cultivated species and varieties of Kappaphycus and Eucheuma from Indonesia
based on cox2-3 spacer.
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