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S. Husin Ali

Universiti Malaya

In its broad and widely accepted sense, Social Science refers to the whole
Tange aof subjectAS, that relate to different bronches of knowledge dealing with
Various aspects of man and society. It encompasses such disciplines as

| Anthropology, economics, geography, history, law, politics, psychology and

‘ Sociclogy. But in a narrower sense it may be used to refer to only anthropology

angd sociology. It is in fhis latter sense that I will be using the term for
Subsequent discussion., This is done merely for convenience. Time, space . ;
| 8nd my involvement as well as training dictate that I should limit mySe]_f : 7'
- to only anthropology and soqiologye.

4, General: Development and Trends

‘TO understand the development and orientation of sccial science and tﬁe

' Social scientists in Malaysia now, we have to look at the state of the art
'in the 'past and also a2t present. For 2 long time it has been ac}mowled.ged :
'Gh:t the origins of social seience can be traced to social philosophy |
‘deVelope\l by the early Greed philosophy. It is often taken for granted that

Comte is the father of Western Sociology becouse not only he discoursed on

the Subject but also gave it its name. But more and more now it is being
“Oeepted that the honour of being the father of socicl science should be
bestowed upon Ibn Khaldum, whose encyclopaedic Mugaddimoh covers not only
the subjects of philosophy and history but olso what may be regarded as

A opy n anthropology and sociology. But despite the immense Greek and Muslim
| ®ontributions, there is no doubt that molern anthropology and sociclogy

‘ F°0k shape in Europe.

\

| the development of sociolozy right from the beginming is linked up closely
‘to Social changes that took place in Europe. The industrial and French
:x‘evolutlons together with the emergence of the middle classes all had great
| h’fluenc:e in shaping up the idens in sociology. There were many interesting
I eDects of the development of this subject. One of the most important to be
"h%ed is that, particulerly during its classical period in the 19th century
%lology was dominated by two streams of thought, the Marxist and the non %
”" anti-Marxist, which continued to eontend strongly with one another, For |
' 1°ne time the latter trend was domipated by such towering figures as Max

4 ®ber and Durkheim. :

§
‘%1010gy spread from Burope to Ameriga, where it became more imperigal and

“®ntitative and less philosophical and speculative. Iater, with the
jfkl‘gence of 'commmist! & 'socialist' states in some parts of Burope and

M after the Russian and Chinese revolutions, the Marxist trend received
1 b00:3-(;, But on the other hand it also further strengthened the anti-Morxist
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trend in Western sociology, particuler in America. It is not suprising whe
C. Wright Mills observed that social seience had become 2 serious orena w o
cold war was woged, But after the middle of the 20th century, things begal

to change. The growth of the anti~Vietnam war movements as well as the "
outbreak of campus revolts in Burope ond America during the sixtees and
seventees led to the revival of interest in Marxism among especially yout s

and stuienfs. This revival glso influenced social scientists to examine

their orientations and perspectives. The two contending trends continued,
but there were nlso attempts to converge them., Thus developed various shady

A in between radieal sociology influenced by Marxism and conservative socioli
that continued the anti-Marxist tradition. The rndie2l stream became con
with issues like national liberation freedom from exploitation, class | _
confllct, socinl justlee and development. On the other hanl the conserva 3
stream were more keen to retain social equilibruin and the status quo.
Admittedly, this is only an oversimplified caricature.

The development of anthropolosy was slightly different. The process of
‘especially industrial and commercial development in Europe in the 19th ‘
~eentury had led to its economic expansion overseas and later colonmliSm. !
Contact betweon the Western colonial powers and their colonies led to the y
desire to know the culture of the colonised people, Who were considered [
to be backward and primitive not only for itself but more importantly for ;. :
the purpose of facilitating control and demination. Although the bosis '
of anthropology wee already laid in Europe, especizlly by people like '
Durkheim and Séhmﬁt, its full blossom took place in Britain.

A\

At the beginning, anthropological studies carried out by those like Fruz’i'
cnd Taylor were based largely on tales and records collected by tmvelle?
nuissionaries, traders ond religious missionaries on the 'primitire' peoP "
These were classified in fhe mxner to show some process of evolutionany 5
chonge. But with Radcliffe - Brown and Malinowski, present day anthropol »'"
resiched its full maturity, depending entirely on field research (thrcugh
participont observation) on smell and simple commmities. They studied
commnities wholistically, trying to understand the structure of the whol®
and functions of the component ports to meintain the whole. The structy
functions theary that they developed, and which still influences anthroP¢H
strongly even now, stresses on soeinl ejuilibrium and fuvours the mainten®
of status quo rother than conflict and development.
| ‘ :
Anthropology has often been brended as the true 'child of imperialism's
But 1t should be noted that even in this discipline there hos been 0
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| recxamination and rethinking of its theories nand nmethods. During the Vietnam

. Ver, a number of American nanthropologists were sent to study various agpects
of Vietnomese 1ife, culture anl society. Their findings were used for military
and politieal purposes to subdue or destroy tht Vietnamese people. This :
crented serious uproar and. controversy shich led to reexamination of roles i ‘
anl ethics of the social anthropologist and his discipline. Besides that : ‘
it also stimulated efforts to break ewey from traditional anthropology and

- find avenues for developing new types of anthropological theories and

. methods, Among them were those who rediscovered and developed Marxism, some
. in very creative manner, in ocnthropoloty. There were concerned with ant}mopolqgfi
: Serving human liberation rather than imperinlism, promoting progressive change E
\ -mther than preserving status quo, saving humon life rather than causing death

I Ond destruction.

(i

" B, lnlaysia: Development and Trends

,.I-BOth anthropology and sociology are relatively new disciplines in Malaysia,
" For some time foreign anthropologists and sociologists have been doing

| Tesearch in Malaysia. Among the firgt was Raymornd Firth, who did a study
Lo o fishing comunity in Kelantan before World War II. After the war, a ‘
"E.number of them nssociated with the Soeial Research Unit which later was situateél‘;’.:;
":-Ain the University of Malaye (Singapore), studied and published on particularly :
‘, the Chinese (e.g. FPreedmn, Knye and Newell) anl also Malays (e.g. Burridge).
Initinlly the concentration was more on the Chinese commmity; this could
BlEve been influenced by the politicel situation then, when a large number

ur Chinese were actively involved with communist movements and activities.
" But 1ater there were more younger anthropologists who carried out research

®mong the Mclays, mainly those in the rural areas (e.g. Swift).
‘ = ‘ :

Ay the beginning most of researches were British or thosc assooiated with
British universities and other institutions. But in the sixtees nnd seventeen,

‘hela), the lotter being fhe last among the foreignes to enter the field,
E‘1‘1'1en there were also & sprinkling of local loenl scholars, mainly Malays, who

!ere beginning to show interest in the fields. (e.g. S. Husin, Taib, Kahar,
20ni). This seemed to mork the beginning of the process af indigini.zatiou

8t Jeast in porticipation.

® introluction of anthropology ond sociology to the local population was
n°ne through the lolay stulies Department, which was established -in the
dversity of Malaye (Singopore) in 1952. That department was formed to teach
\m Stuly minly Naloy langunge, literature and culture. For the culture
SMponent some introductary nnthropology courses were conducted, The persan
respmsible to conduct these courses was Dutch scholar, Jesselin de

2
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Jong. It is interesting to note that the emphosis was moinly on cultural
anthropology. At the same time there were 2 couple of sociologists who
were nlso then workins in the University, but they were associcted with the
Dep"rtment of Social Studies, which was involved almost entirely in the .

traning of profession2l Soeinl Velfare workers,

As far ba ck as 1961 there was 2 recormendation to establish dep Artmen*'s for
anthropology, sociology, pSychology and polities. Several attempts follmed’
but it was only in 1971 thot the dejx artment of anthropology and soc1010537 |
was formed in the Unlverslty of Malaya. In faet, a year or two before, the#?
subjects hod already been introduced in universities that were established \'
much later, namely, Universiti Kebongsaan and Universiti Sains. In thes€
three universities, departments hove been established to provide unthrOPowy
and sociology courses leading to the degree level. In Universiti Malay@ o
and Universiti Kebiangsarn, where the Malay Stvdie.é departments continue ?
to exist, the subjects are clso taught under the culture Streams in thoSeé
departments. But whereas in llay Studies they are confimed to stulies @
Malay society and culture, with appropricte theoretical framework given M
in the anthropology and sociology departments proper more theory is baught
and the area covered is not confined only to the Malays, other societie® ¥ ‘
cultures are looked at in order to provide adegquate comparative pe:r'sspec‘lii‘re
There are 2lso the other universities, Universiti Teknologi and UnlverSiti
Pertonian, which althoush focussing mainly on the technological "'nd ¢
agricultural field® also provide some tneilary courses in sociology (mor® A
than anthropology) for their courses relating to education, extension end s ,
forth, Their roles are socondory an? they do not exist in separate deP“r; ;
In such non-university institution as INT.N, which specialises in trcurﬂ-‘ﬂg
administrators, ‘ {21 science is clso tought, =lthough at very introduct

level and not as major subjects.

A good number of the lecturers teaching anthropology and sociology in the ’r,
universities, particularly in Universiti Meloya and Universiti Kebtimgsa""‘m
the early stages, were associated with Malay Studles, ond so were introcwo
to anthropology and seociology in o very confined sense. Only a very Sﬂﬂu
mumber among them obtained their second degrec through Malay Studies, ‘put ‘
many more from the already existing anthropology and sociology departmentg' %
Iater, a large number after obtaining their first degree, pursued theil
second and third degrees in full fledged anthropology ond sociology de

overseas, meinly in Britain, fmerica and Australin. Those who already

obtained their Masters locclly also inevitably went overseas for theii‘

doctorates. Those who continued to do their doctorates locally can be ©

with fingers of one hanl. The early influence of Malay studies shaped tbe

ol
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:‘_ development of anthropology anl sociology in Malaysia especially in two

’l'. ways, A large number of the wndergraduates who followed the anthropology

and sociology courses were (nnd still are) lblays. As such the majority

Who loter pursued their higher degrees and finally become university

| teachers were also prec omincusly Malays. They in turn attracted & good number
of new stulents. Although the existing anthropology and scciology icpartmenté
have managed to attract more non-tleloy stulents, the majority of them are

. Still drawn from among the Malays. Thot is why even until now the majority of

i anthropology and sociology lecturers are Ma:J.ays. Such ethnic composition

To some extent the tradition of focussing on !'primitive' Societies is still
T'V:eontinued by same anthropologists in their study of 'orang asli'. But by

‘- comparison, the largest proportion of local anthropologists and sociologists
| concentrate an the Malays, and by virtue of the Valays being predominantly

‘ in the rural areas, their studies are mainly on various aspects of the Malay
E« B iocio ty. But at the same time there are also some af those trained in
Sociology, who are beginning to look into the urban people and tt;eir problens,
. Here too there is a tendency to look a2t the lMalays. o doubt there are some

j Studies on the Chinese and Indians, bui.:‘ the number is still Sﬂﬂll, and some

i
0

1 o them are related to the field of ethinic relations,

| The handful of Chinese ond Indinn amthropolosists and sociologists especislly
f those associnted with Chinese snl Indian Studies departments, like their
':_'-jMalay counterperts, algo ccncentrate their research on their om commnity.
'Although there are o few amony the Malay nand non-Malay anthropologists and

| Sociolozists stulying partieular sosio-oconomic cotegaries like the workers
I‘;;Qm peasonts, for instance, and inelimling io ety etudy diterant ethnll |
| Broup within these categories, yet the general trend still seems to be far
,“.100111 sociologists and anthropologists to wark on commmities which are of
the seme othnic groups a8 the research workers themselves. There is a great

b
W

| Need to break this quite unhealthy ethnic compartmentalization of research

Course Content 2t University

;"é!pecially those in Britain, /merica ond Australia. The muin difference is
{ ™at in malaysis, both anthropology ard Sociology are combined within the
aame deportment whereas elsewhere they aften exist in separate departments.
i, is o tenlency in thesc places 0 confine Sociology mainly to the stuly

olos/"
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and teaching of urban-industrinlised societies and to confine anthropelogy
to the simple or 'primitive' soccieties. Howadays this compartmentalizatid
gsecms to be breakinz downs anthropology has been used to stuly even some- |
urban communities, like in London, while sociology has been used to study
the rural societies in various developing countries especitlly. -Perhaps ‘
developing countries like Malaysia, it is better to teach both anthropol‘
and sociology together unler the same departments so that the stulents wi. 1
be guite equipped to use either diseipline or both to stuly the nature and’
problems of their own society. It docs give them some "inter=lisciplin&
perspective, which is quite useful to entble them to view and understand:
things in an integrated or wholistic rhnner. Specialization can take

at a higher lewl.

The contents of the syllabus also do not differ very much. There seems "T.
be four main components of th;: syllabus, Firstly, our introguction to the
kmowledge itself ond varicus theories concerned with it. Various
of anthropology and sogiology relating to femily, religiom, polities, A
econciics, social change/development are covered, These theories are sti
very much Western oriented in the "acalemic" and conservative traJltlcm '
But with increasing number of post-graduates returning from overseas, SO _
radical theories and trends have 8lso béen introduced, especially by the

younger lecturers.

There is a danger that some of these courses have been personally-instit
and not being po# of 2 corefully planned process of intrdcucing thr:lc’M’r
theories and perspectives to students. This is clearly demonstrated in t9°
case of "Islamic Sociology”. With the resourgence of Islom and 'dakwah’ o
movement in the universities there hove been great demand for that subje
to be introduced. Semetimes it is introluced in very ad-hoc mnnmer, noﬂ-
only because it is a result of pressure especially from stulents, but al®
more often than not a qualified staff to bandle and develop such & cow '
in not easily availabtle. and so, there is a tendency for theology ais ‘u
sociology or Western sceiclogy still being used but with only some refe€f™
to Islamic concepts, idens and institutians. Either way it is not sati®

Secondly, the societies or regions anl issues covered. There is a tend o
for emphasising on sccieties and issues on which literature exists or phe
gtaff concerned has been trained. In sociology there seems to be focu®
Western industrial and urban processes and problems, while in anthroP@="
there is still focus on simple 'primitive' commities, especially in #2°
and Oceanin, which have been extensively stulied by Western anthropol®T
Tt is useful to provide all these in arder to understand the various

concepts and theories that have been developed and to gain a clear COT¥

-.7/‘ ‘-..J\I »



. understanding of the focieties within the Southeast Asian region itself,
: . -

.

‘A‘expanded during the time when much of the West was developing as capitalist
ang later imperial or colonial powers in the world. Anthropolog;} and
lg"aoeiology in Malaysia have been total imports from the West; most of the

| farly researcheps nnd teachers in the subjects were also from there. lany
local anthropologists and sociologilts have been educoted and trained in

: institutions in the West. Even if they were totally trained locally, the
Content of knowledge that they hove acquired is almost no different from

- "t they would hove received overseas., Of course, as mentioned earlier,
‘there are mony streams or trends of anthropology and sociology. In Malaysia
“‘e have all of them. But whatever their orientations they are mostly

; Weatern-cen tric, Such western-centrioity may be seen from the concepts and
% theor:.es adopted, methodology used and ideas regarding the role and function

) .Qt Social science.

| "cneeptg and thearies froam Western sociology, and seive out the significent

S. Husin Ali S 2 i _ 1013

Perspective. But there does not seem to be sufficient focus on the study and
What is surprising is that sometimes loeal material on the communities in
Malaysia are not referred to. Too grect an emphasis =nd focus on our own 100&1
commnities moy not be good, but complete reglect of them will be unwise,

Perhaps the impoerting of knowledge ir social science should begin with close

‘local and regiontl examples and then due comparison be made with excmples

from other developing or even developed societies.

Thirdly the methodology. Most of the methodological techiques and styles

that are used in social science have been devised and developéd within

‘eSpecially the Western frame of reference, although, and this is porticulerly
true in anthropology, the arecs where the methods have been used havé included
non-Europecn ones., The survey or interview methods have been widely used in
Sociology, while the participant observatiom method extenSively used in
anthropology. These methods are still useful, but there is peed to modify
them to suit the cultural and soci2l peeuliarities of our ovn societies,

S0 that they con be utilised more effectively to get the most accurate

informatlon.

D. Role of Socicl Scientists
|

It is clear from the preceding discussions that both anthropology and
Sociology are very much the product of Western knowledge, they grew and

i

,h is true thot not every thing that is Western should be rejected. What
Mysmn socinl science should ¢o is o thorouy hly exf‘mlne the various

relevant to locel conditions from those that are not. The danger is when
%8 goncepts nnd theories which have been developed within the Western
historiml, jdeclogical and social cmtexts are just accepted and applied

ol
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in toto without any question. Besides just modifying what is already ther

|

there is also need to introduce and develop indigenous concepts and the ord
which reflect local realities nand which are able to explain and understoand

conditions better ond ecasier.

The underlying ideologicnl bias of Vestern sociology and anthropology in
particular, have to be reexamined and if possible even replace. It is in ,l,
this commection that it is relevant to talk about local sociology and
anthropology that should reflect its own ideological perspective, It is
here that those who want Islamic sociology, for instance, have & basis
for their demand. But lest it be misunderstood, the introduction of the g
Islamic perspective is only an aspect of the reorientation or indiginizatf

-

of socinl scienge in this country. ; g

Al
All these will require more intensive eriticol studies of existing conce "
and theories and greater m—depth research to be done on various aspects ¢
the local soc1et1cs and cultures and their problems.

Talking about research, it is important to kmow to what ends its produc%i’
are used., Despite its history of being monipulated for colonial, upper '1
class or business interests, both sociology and anthropology can still 'W

used for positive and progressive purposes This depends largely on the

and more in demand now for the purpose of understanding humen groups. ‘;
foreign interest®y which are not considered coloninl in the traditional
sense, but which nevertheless still want to further their own political
economic ends may find it useful to kmow the nature of groups that they
$0 influence or even daminite, In the past, they employed their own 80
sclentlsts to do the necessary research, but mare and more now they try
get the services of local Socicl scientists. Financial and other remrd’
are . offered.

At the samé time local ruling elites in many developing countries, inclu ¢
Malaysia, are beginning to realise the importance of the so-called mmeh
factor in development. So they are more well disposed now to using tha i/
expertise of socitcl scientists to evaluate development projects or’to CY
out feasibility studies before corrying out such pro;j‘ects. It is o rat
sad development among social scientists, especially those in wiversitie
that they are willing to sell their expertise (and sometimes even theii"
soul) to foreign or local groups and agencies as consultants to repot't!'f:
sometimes on projects which ultimately will not promote national inter®
what ncre to bemefit the disadvantaged' groups within the country. The !

that is being made here is that socinl scientists, especially those ﬂilo v
supposed to delicate themselves to the promotion of knowledge and'trut’* i

i
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institutions of higher learning should not allow themselves to be persuaded
by considerntions of finonecial gains as the oriterion for determining the

!
‘type of research that they should pursue.

‘Research should 2s far aa\possible be focussed on issues that con help to
il'develop new concepts and theories or solve problems that are seriously faced
irby society; they should contribute towards development, progress and the
;liberation of man in general, especially those who form the majority i.e,
;‘the disadvantaged groups. They should be carried out seriously and deeply
586 that the findings will not be superficial, as those usually found in
 hurriedly done consultancy reports. It should be emphasised here thatit is
‘Not being argued that social scientists should nbt cooperate with foreign
;(bodies or local governments or accept peyment for their work. The plea is
Efar them to be more careful in their choice, so that they will not be
Ev_enticed, especially through the use of money, into doing research that do

not serve the interest of knowledge and do not contribute towcrds genuine
development and progressive change for the people.

Egonc lusion
t is still very much influenced by the tradition

Soginl science in llloysio
FQf the West. There is great need for its indiginization. This can be done
r ¢
&

'Idl‘ least ot three levels, staff, teaching and research.

“lmost all the stoff in the various un:.versities are local scholars,
Qlthough owing to historical reasons the majority of them are Malays. In

BWernment among social secientists who help in policy farmulations, there

@a'e still 2 number of foreign texperts'!. Among the wniversity staff the

Various trends or streams of sociology,
‘re well reflected; there are also some among them who have strong Islamic
"Q‘ientation. iAs for those in government, they reflect more the conservative
ial scientista is not

from the conservative or radical,

'estern tradition, Merely having many local soc
s‘lfficient, we need to have those who can give it nmational identity and

.“;k‘ogressive arientation too.

Weqching of socinl science is dme mAinly in the universities. An examination
ﬂ’ the syllfbus shows that the condervative Western tradition still dominotes.
it is necessary and good dor edueation that students be introduced to dirferentg
'h‘ends of thought; thus there should be sufficient academic freedom gmranteed
I: s enable staff to introduce the verious trends in socinl science without
"eing any pesychological fear of repression. At the same time philosophical
_1‘1eas an’ . owledge that cre more rooted to the region should nlso be
"htroduced. In this connection it is also desirenble to deviliupy fou casuplty

h thing as the Islamic perspective in socinl science., At the same time

]
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adequate emphasis should be given to the study amd understanding of pressf
problems faced by society, such as poverty, ethnic relations and developmel
Just to mention a few., DMNost universities provide these courses. But wha'
surprising is that none provide 2 course on consumer problems (or consume'ri
sociology). UTH teachers consumer cduention, but its scope is very limit-
while UM is still plamning. to introduce the'subjeét. This field still nee®

=

to be developed.

As regords research, priority should be given to local problems and issuesﬁ
and also those in foreign (especially developing) countries which can hel'Pf
to understand more deeply the locol ones. Such research should be aimed |
particularly at developing more meaningful indiginous-based cbncepts and
thearies and also eontributing towards human liberation generally and

development, particularly for the majority who are relatively poor and

disadvantaged., Shallow types of research done,lrmrnediy for consulfancy
Liui'poses should occupy very low priority among academics. In other words
the use aof social science shoudl be for useful and progressive purposess

Only then the indiginization of social science will have 2 more signific® g

meaning.
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