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+ Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, : \
My first duty on this occasion must surely be to congratulate CAP for having :
o
ided to activate a seminar on BMucation and Development. Over the years those L
us who support CAP have been happy to see the dynamic manner in whish it has

"n. Through determined Zeadership it has become not only a household word but
drge for the betterment of the human condition in Malaysia, I know how much the
Wcadenic commnity respects and values CAP programmes and publications.

I am billed to speak on the importance of non-formal education. I think it “..r
est to begin by defining my terms, 'Ducation' we all know or at least we have ;‘
efinite images in our mind about the word, OCenerally speaking, the layman thinks of g
cation as a span of years covering childhoo? and adolescence during which ",!
Pared: syllabuses have to be covered and textbooks studied diligently so that
ertain public examinations can be attempted successfully. Vell I don't quarrel
th that set of ideas, But what has been described just now is JUIMNAL IUTATION,
e have to distingiish it from NON-FCTMAL WWCATION., "het is the difference it

ucation through not formally of young people as well as adults, The home the
lace of worship and its traditions, the print and slectronic media and community
rganizat ions are significant agents of non-formal education.
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Bducation refers to all the learning experiences the individual has in ‘f
interacting with the physical and social environment. Tt is a continuing and 113‘

process, Schooling which has a more limited purvose refers to the learning activ‘
planned and conducted by a formally structured agency which influences indlvidualf
during a specified period. In the }alaysian context the primaxy school years stx:llc
from the age of ®ix:: to the age of ‘®leven, Secondary schooling covers the next | L
span of five years. A fraction of pupils stay on in the post-secondary forms andl
they may proceed to higher education while the great majority will enter the worl

of woric,

1
)
Non-formal education is the present day preferred term for ADULT EDUCATICN, b
is synonymous with adult education and there are good reasons for employing NTB. i

Other expressions are contimiing educztion, continuous education and in pa.rticula&

g—

distancesarext ension education,

e« pum

"hereas formal education is very strictly confined to primary and secondary

and tertigry institutions, non-formal education covers a broad-perhaps I should sL'

—r

very broad spectrum of educational activities ranging from non-vocatlonel courses
general interest to the acquiring of special ¥ocational skills needed. in ag.rlcuﬂ

industry or commerce. : E

|

Non-formal education will be looming large in our conscionsness for a simple*’:

reasson. 'The concept of education is fast changing. From its former status as |
a once-for-all activity it has now become rather different. The present-day and

conceptwf education is rightfully that of a ‘process continuing thoughout life,

Does that mean that everybody attends classes, studies textbooks int énsively and h
gits for examinations? ot at 21l or shall we say not necessarily. Ve mast not
at non-formal education from the perspective of formal education and its practicar
Tor example CAP's activities arca good example of non-formal educat ion. Through |
seminars, publications press releages and memoranda CAP informs, sensitizes, j_nfl
and goglds the community into action, Its activities are educational in characterL
without using the methods of the traditional school.

|
|
|
|



)
DO
-3

hn Doraisamy

fect s

“hat are the defects or we
Pupils are expected to stay in a particular gtandard, ox

ly one year. No soldier must be out of step

sknesses of the formal school syst em? The Principal

akness is its{ rigidity.
|
form for 2 uniform length of time, name

\
th the rest of the regiment. Zven 4f a pupil is capable of following a more

a1lenging level of work in gay language or mathematics he is condemned by the

'stem to stay with the cohoxts of his age-group. Similarly the slow learner is also
;ndermed to remain with the masses, if I may use that expression, and is pushed
) irrespeétive of his txue scholaétic standing. The system is as frustrating for the
Yler ones as it is bewildering for slower learners. I have no doubt that this was

e right system to adopt when the formal school system was first estsblished and

hs spreading for and wide. But does not mean that we should hold on to it forx

legr 1ife? If there is any one development ‘that is becoming a veritable trend in
any parts of the world it is a growing disenchantment with the rigidity of the

}‘aditional school system and the irreievancy to life of mach that is taught within
:tS four walls,
{

[}ad equacy

There is a great need to accept the fact that formal education as we know it
?Dﬁa,y will not be adequate to serve 21l the educational needs of our society in the
Scades to come. Tormal education is but one stage in an individual's life, After
| ) forinal education staze is over, non-formal education can and will have to pl'a.y
| biggar role to ensure that the corpus of knowledge, skills and attitudes of mind
fh& will be required for sustained economic and social development will not become
1’l‘Bolete and irrelevant. 'hatever may have been the attitude in the past a feeling of
ut the requirements of the future will simply not do. This thought
“hit ehead who said, In the
trained

lomplacency abo
las admirably expressed many yeare ago by the late A.N,
'“!Lnditions of the future the role is absolute. The race that does not value

telligence is doomed.

, Tducat ion opportunities are changing. In the past when someone dropped out of
fehool it was assumed that his education was finished forever. Now many people are
liscovezing that there are many alternative routes to learning. The door to cont inuing
Mucation is as close as the nearest training institution. ¥e find throukhout Malaysiw
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that there sre all kinds of academic', institution§, institutes, schools and tuitiol
carbres run on strictly commercial lines. Doubtless they provide many a youth writ)
a skill which enables him cr her to earn an honesi livelihood. Historically for rt
example education for the world of commerce was a pa:ctlcula.r feature of private |
schools rather than the public or government school system. C
L
Teconomic Reasons
The production of goods and services is becoming more sophisticated. It is |
inevitable that higher levels of educational attainment will become prerequisites !
finding employment and for retaining employment., Emoloyers cannot by any stretch
of the imagination rely on the initial educational qualification of their employeet
what ever they may be as adequate to ensure proficiency in their respective jobs,
Prom an economic standpoint, education can 'be regarded simply as an investment Il‘

in human capital. Bmployers are willing to invest in non-formal education and |

training as it has a direct bearing on productivity and maintenance of a competit id

position. E

~ The schools are expected to discover and cultivate the talex;xts and capabiliti}
of the child and to assist in his growth to a mature, creative and productive adult
This means of course that schooling must play a large zole in tl;xe development of t
child's basic physical and mental skills and in the cultivation of his int ellectuaJl
povers and moral, artistic, and spiritual sensibilities., But the school can neve""
hope to furn out the finished product. The so-called educated individual., It cgn$
start the job or the process if you like but educaticn must be continued. This is

tyism that needs wider recognition, understanding and acceptance in Malaysia,- ‘

"That should be done? 1
There is a substantial number of non-formel education activities in e:xi.stenoe1
Malaysia today. Not: only is that the case but the number of NFE programmes is
growing rapidly both in the government sector and in the private enterprise segmexﬁ
too., IMrankly that is a development or trend that I for one welcome. ‘hat I would

1ike tc recommend is that a proper, nation-wide survey be made of the present
provision of non-formal education facilities, not simply of those that are ’Iirectl:i
; concerned with economic productivity but also those that are addressed to civie,

health and other components of non-formal education.
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' e have had at various times fairly thorough reviews of the formal edvestion
tem in Halays{ia. Zveryone of those reviews or reports by Wucation Committees
ssion led to far-reaching changes in the school system.

. in one case a Royal Commi
eimilar for the rapidly growing non-formal

ought to think seriously of something
cation field covering the public as well as private sectors.

ht perspective
| To faster a proper and sensible attitude to lifelong education we should view

ion of sualifications in the right perspective,
orted in the media

' academic achievement ox acquisiti
! some years now unlversrty convocation ceremonies have been rep
though when. a bachelor's degree or a diploma examination has been passed the
dent has 'arrived'. A colourful graduation ceremony marks a kind of entitlement
|a place on th}emfamilia.r superccale escalator and modern living. There are signs
i symptoms that/tradltion cannot last much longer. Along with the initiz2l
1lification an individual who remarks on a career will have to update his skills

! be prepared to learn and master new gkills,

b

¥
P2

] There is is existence an enkireDivision within the Ministry of DBducation to
*uce programmes for broadcast by radio and television for school children, as 2
8ful supplement to the formal education they obtain in schools. Vhy not a
Pl\rersn.ty of the Air' in which academicions can provide talks or discussions on

dects of undergraduate courses? There programmes would be of valWe to listening

Wents as an additional source of knowledge. No such arangement exists for adult
Cont imiing educeztion., HMore can he done to increase and enrich the educational

,Pta.nt of radio and television programmes,

Orm of schools

L

rlGiallv in Malaysia hag to recrientate its methodologies. T™ith the impact heing
.fe by the lifelong education trend, the schools have to institute some much~
ﬁded reforms. This view is admirably summed up in the following sentence I

P.nd in an American pamphlets

& Vg
Y e Y

The formal education system or the statutory school system as we call it op it il
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It is more important to generate intellectual curiosity and ,
a passion for knowledge, and to cultirate good habits of thought
and inouiry than to concentrate on learning countless detailed
facts which may soon be forgotten ox abandoned,
I agree that this may call for very radical changes and a rethinking of much that
is now assumed to be appropriate in our education system. The best contribution

that the formal education can make is to teach people how to learn.

Professionalism
There is also a need for professional courses for instructors, tutors and

lecturers in the non-formal education fisld., The teaching of adults requires somé
grounding in subjects such as adult psychology, non-formal t eaching methods, media:
resources and so on. Ve know it for a fact that most if not all instructors,
lecturers and tutors in public sector training institutions do not npossess any |
professional qualification related to their work in the teaching-learning process.'
The only exception are staff of t eacher-training colleges. Theq_g_enera,l practice
seems to be that an official who has had some years of practicai experience in hisf
department is transferzed to . a position as instructor in the training institut
Tt is simply one more duty post in the officer's career in the> public service.

I feel serious thought ought to be given to a variety of courses aimed at providis
all types of lecturersand instiuctors with exposure to ideas on the fundament als
of the t@aching-learningvprocess and on methodology cf communication. It has ofte
been said of education thmt: there is no substitute for charismatic teaching,
so many millions being spent on training institutes and training institutions it !
worth ensuring productivity of a high order in the instructional cadres., Tt ought
‘not be very difficilt to draft suitable courses of the kind I am recommending, T!
are also excellent university courses leading to the award of a diploma in adult
sducation available in a mumber of Commonwealth countries which would be suitable

®r Malaysian needs.

Looking aheat-to 1985
Malayeis must take a greater interest in the world-ride trend towards non-

formal education. The fact that Malaysia was not represented at any bf the three
Yiorld Conferences on Adult Bducation that were held in 1949, 1960 and 1972 is
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sufficient proof that very low priority has been accorded to nonfermal education.

by the decision-makers. Tt ie to be hoped that 7alaysia will not be conspicuous

when the fourth World Conference cn Adult Tducation takes place

by its absence
in 1985. Hopefully, if Malaysian educat ional planners are exposed to the ideas

goncepts and trends in contemporaxry non-formal education we may see a new and more

X
encouraging attitude to non-formal education.

Thank you.

JPD/xrs
9.11.83



